
February 11, 2013  
 
Assistant Professor of Elementary Education Search Committee 
Willamette University 
Graduate School of Education 
900 State Street 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Dear Members of the Search Committee: 
 
Please accept my application for Assistant Professor of Elementary Education at Willamette 
University. I am currently completing my dissertation in the Urban Education Program of The 
Graduate Center of the City University of New York under the supervision of Dr. Jean Anyon, with a 
scheduled defense date of April 3, 2013. My academic work is rooted in my previous experience as 
a fifth-grade teacher and teacher educator in New York City, which has provided me with both 
applied and theoretical perspectives on education at the elementary school level. With a firm 
foundation in literacy instruction, qualitative research methods, and instructional technology and 
pedagogy, I believe that my teaching, research, and service experience make me a strong 
candidate for the Assistant Professor of Elementary Education position. 

My interest in becoming a full-time professor of education stems from my eleven years of 
experience coaching and teaching students of all ages in New York City. As a teacher during the 
implementation of the standardized curriculum in New York City public schools almost ten years 
ago, my school selected me as the model teacher in literacy, allowing me to attend monthly 
workshops and symposia on the teaching of reading and writing. Two years later, I was hired as 
that school’s literacy coach. I was simultaneously recruited to teach graduate-level courses at Pace 
University, providing with me a first-hand, pedagogical perspective on teaching teachers how to 
teach. One student who attended my first graduate course at Pace wrote upon the conclusion of 
the semester: “it’s so refreshing to have a professor who is both willing and able to join theory and 
practice. Thank you for being relevant.” The in-roads I made that year in helping teachers sharpen 
and hone their teaching skills inspired me to pursue a graduate degree to that end. 

The pedagogical approach and content I used as an instructor at Pace, and several years later at 
Hunter College, were largely influenced by not only my work as a teacher and literacy coach in a 
New York City public school, but also by what was happening at the time historically: the New York 
City public school curricular pendulum was swinging quickly from text books to real books with the 
standardized implementation of the balanced literacy model. Doing away with cookie-cutter, 
packaged curricula and replacing textbooks with trade books and chapter books radically shifted 
the teaching of reading and writing. As I began my research as a doctoral student, I focused on the 
ways in which technology, media, and communication would further shift curricular and 
pedagogical goals, and how the internet and digital literacy could provide a bridge between the 
policies that guide everyday instruction and actual teaching and learning practices. My dissertation 
project, The New York City Teacher Voice Project, grew out of my interest in linking teachers’ local 
knowledge and expertise, policy, and new modes of communication. 

As an elementary school teacher, my colleagues and I individually adapted to contradictory working 
conditions in the absence of opportunities to discuss the gap between policy and practice at the 
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Kiersten Greene
here I explain the basis of my research and sum up why I think I'm a good match for the position

Kiersten Greene

Kiersten Greene

Kiersten Greene
then I go on to talk about my teaching and coaching experience in a concrete way

Kiersten Greene
in this section, I explain how my experience inspired my research.

Kiersten Greene
this is where I introduce my dissertation research



classroom level. There was an ongoing lack of resources, training, and support that made it impossible 
to meet the expectations of our administrators, regional boards, and city instructional policies. 
Motivated by the challenges and obstacles presented by these contradictions, my dissertation places 
the absence of urban teachers’ voices in the educational policymaking process in the context of 
current educational and teacher education practices. The project explores the gap between 
educational policy and actual pedagogical practices in K-12 public school classrooms in New York City 
by thematically analyzing anonymous blogs written by teachers about their daily work. By looking at 
such accounts of teachers’ work—ones that were rarely accessible prior to online communication—it is 
my hope that we can more accurately begin to understand the policy-practice gap in public schooling, 
and how to close it. The necessity for teacher educators and educational researchers to listen to and 
look at conversations between practitioners in online spaces grows every day, and the barriers to the 
traditional isolation inherent in teaching as a profession erode as more teachers share their local 
knowledge and expertise online. 

I am committed to finding ways to utilize up-to-date communication and networking methods in my 
curricula, pedagogy, and research. As technology rapidly grows, and the topography of education 
shifts in response, there is an increasing need for ongoing, dynamic research studies that investigate 
forms, formats, and modes of instruction, communication, and media. If I were to be offered a position 
as Assistant Professor of Elementary Education at Willamette University, I would be interested in 
further exploring ways in which digital media can inform teaching and learning practices in both the 
elementary and teacher education classrooms. 

As an educator for over ten years, I have had the privilege of being both teacher and student at once, 
and intend to continue down both paths for years to come as I grow as a researcher, educator, and 
scholar. I do not believe you can be a successful teacher without also being a student: for, as John 
Dewey taught us, experience is education. My teaching philosophy, to-with-by, is inspired by this idea 
that we learn by doing: the teacher teaches a skill to a student, practices the new skill with them, and 
lets them try it out by themselves. This multi-faceted approach to teaching and learning rejects the 
idea that rote memorization and passive intake of information alone can effectively impart new 
knowledge, and allows students—who naturally experience learning in a variety of different ways—
multiple opportunities to learn what is being taught. To-with-by undergirds my philosophy of teaching. 

I would be honored to both lead and learn as an Assistant Professor of Elementary Education at 
Willamette University and join the community of educators and scholars in the Graduate School of 
Education. I have attached my curriculum vitae, a writing sample, and the contact information for five 
references. I am available to meet for an interview at your convenience, and can be reached via email 
at kagreene@gmail.com or phone at (917) 586-5858. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
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