
SOCIOLOGICAL REIMAGINATION: 
CRISIS AND CRITIQUE TODAY

The Graduate Center of the City University of New York

Friday, 20 November 2009

DSC Lounges 5409/5414

Sociology Students Association
365 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10016



SOCIOLOGICAL REIMAGINATION: CRISIS AND CRITIQUE TODAY
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9:30am-10:00am

Registration (5409)

10:00am-11:00am

Keynote Address (5414)
			 

Patricia Ticineto Clough
Troubling the Sociological Imagination: Methodological Considerations

11:15am–12:45pm

Session I

Panel 1 / The Field of Vision (5409)
Discussant: Bill Kornblum

				  
Marnie Brady 	 Shock and Awe in Midtown: Policing as Spectacle
Karen Gregory 	 Solves All Problems: Psychic Readers in New York City
Tsedale Melaku	 Manhattanism Now and Then: A Comparative Analysis of Congestion
	 in Midtown between the 1940s and Today
Erin Siodmak	 Telling Truth and Telling Lies: Questions of Methodology

Panel 2 / Bodies and Sexualities (5414)
Discussant: Patricia Ticineto Clough

Nolen Gertz	 What’s Wrong With the Torturer?
Melissa Maldonado-Salcedo	 The Critical Aesthetics of Disorder: The Crisis of Size in
	 Buenos Aires
Laura Mauldin	 The Hear & Now: Deafness, Biotechnology and the Family
Alyson Spurgas	 (Un)Queering Identity: The Biosocial Production of Intersex/DSD

12:45pm–1:30pm

Lunch
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1:45pm–3:15pm

Session II

 Panel 3 / Labor and Accumulation in Crisis (5409)
Discussant: Eric Lichten

Jared Hanneman	 Re-thinking Unproductive Labor in Capitalism
Elaine da Silveira Leite Crisis or Opportunity? The Rise of Personal Finance in Times of
	 Crisis in Brazil
Justin Myers	 The Neoliberalization of Everyday Life: Finance Capital’s Debt-Bondage,
	 Debtor’s Prisons, and the Potentiality of Anti-Debt Movements
Abe Walker	 The Revolution Will Not Be Narrativized: Union Competition and 
	 Rank-and-File Power

Panel 4 / Secularism and Religion (5414)
Discussant: Saadia Toor

John D. Boy	 The Crisis of Western Secularity: Secularization as a Spatial Process
Jesse Carlson	 ‘Big Children in University Chairs’: Wondering about a Sociology of 		
	 Miracles
Sam Han	 Auto-deconstruction of Christianity: A Political Appraisal
Mitra Rastegar	 Meet the Muslims: Ambivalent Tolerance in Post-9/11 Muslim 
	 Community Profiles in the New York Times

(over)
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3:30pm–5:00pm 
Session III

Panel 5 / Subjects of History (5409)
Discussant: Victoria Pitts-Taylor

Cathy Borck 	 Productions of Subjectivity: Discursive and Relational Intimacies
	 in Contexts of Analysis
Sebastian G. Guzman	 Power, Legitimacy and Crisis: the Question of Historical 
	 Continuity in Bourdieu and Habermas
Michael D. Phillips	 When is Enlightenment?: Kant and Foucault on the Subject and 
	 Society
Aaron Weeks	 Foucault and Freudo-Marxism

Panel 6 / Reimagined Communities and Publics (5414)
Discussant: Frances Fox Piven

Alan Bourke 	 Relevance, Irreverence, and Rhetoric: Reflections on the 
	 Democraticization of Sociological Knowledge
Laura Lovin	 Experiences and Productions of Ethnicity: From Ethnicities That
	 Sell to Ethnictities That Stick
Francesca Manning	 From Community to Communism
Lilia Raileanu	 Waiting in Uncertainty
Haj Yazdiha	 Cultural Hybridity: Reimagining the Collective

5:15pm–6:15pm 
Closing Plenary (5409)

Sujatha Fernandes, Eric Lichten, Randy Martin, and Saadia Toor
Responding to the Crises of Our Time: Critique and the Sociological Imagination

6:30pm 
Reception (5409)



PRESENTERS
Cathy Borck	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Cathy Borck is a doctoral student in the Sociology Pro-
gram at the CUNY Graduate Center and a teaching fellow 
at Lehman College. Her primary research and teaching 
interests are in youth and education, methodology, and 
social theory. 	 cathyborck@gmail.com

Alan Bourke	 York University, Sociology
Alan Bourke is a doctoral candidate in Sociology at York 
University (Toronto).  His research interests include the 
praxis and poetics of qualitative methodologies, com-
munity and urban theory, access and equity in educa-
tion, and community-university research collaborations. 
His current research centres on the methodological and 
epistemological dynamics enveloping collaborative re-
search between academia and the public.

abourke@yorku.ca

John D. Boy	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
John D. Boy is a doctoral student in sociology at the 
CUNY Graduate Center. His research concerns seculariza-
tion and changes in patterns of religiosity in Europe, 
taking into account perspectives deriving from critical 
theory and feminist thought. He has taught at Hunter 
College and Queens College. He likes coffee and fractals.
	 jboy@gc.cuny.edu

Marnie Brady	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Marnie Brady is a doctoral student in sociology at the 
CUNY Graduate Center and a Graduate Teaching Fellow at 
Hunter College, where she teaches urban and introduc-
tion to sociology. Her interests are in theories of right 
to the city, critical consciousness, and popular power. In 
her dissertation work, she looks at urban social move-
ment formation in the U.S.	 marniebrady@gmail.com

Jesse Carlson	 York University, Sociology
Jesse Carlson is a doctoral candidate in sociology at 
York University, in Toronto. He specializes in classical 
sociological theory, and is writing a broadly theoreti-
cal dissertation on the sociology of morality. He does 
not know what Cheesy Blasters are, but suspects that 
they should not be carried around in one’s pockets, or 
eaten (if they are, indeed, a kind of food), while giving 
a conference presentation.  	 jcarlson@yorku.ca

Karen Gregory	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Karen Gregory is doctoral candidate in sociology at 
the Graduate Center of the City University of New York 
(CUNY) and is a Teaching and Learning Fellow in the Of-
fice of General Education at Queens College, where she 
researches and writes about contemporary pedagogy, 
curriculum design, and assessment. Her interests are 
contemporary social theory, sociology of labor, and vi-
sual sociology.  In her dissertation, Karen looks at the 
work of psychics and tarot card readers in New York 
City. She enjoys photography, karaoke, and stand-up 
comedy and not-so-secretly dreams of combining soci-
ology with performance. 	 karen.gregory@gmail.com

Sebastian G. Guzman New School for Social Research, 
Sociology
Sebastian G. Guzman is a PhD student in the Sociology 
Department at the New School for Social Research. His 
research interests include class, power and social move-
ments, with a focus on Latin America, and contempo-
rary sociological theory. He is currently working on his 
dissertation proposal, which studies the legitimation of 
political leaders and the social order in Chile, with spe-
cial attention to the tensions between technocratic and 
democratic claims to legitimacy.
		  guzmas31@newschool.edu

Nolen Gertz New School for Social Research, Philoso-
phy
Nolen Gertz is a doctoral candidate in philosophy at the 
New School for Social Research, and an adjunct lecturer 
at New York City College of Technology (CUNY), where he 
teaches Intro to Philosophy and Ethics.  His interests are 
in phenomenology and existentialism.  In his disserta-
tion work, he looks at the meaning of killing and what 
role it could play in just war theory.
		  gertzn@newschool.edu

Sam Han		  CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Sam Han is currently an Instructional Technology Fellow 
at the Macaulay Honors College/CUNY and a PhD candidate 
in Sociology at The Graduate Center/CUNY. He is working 
on his dissertation, entitled “Technologies of Spirit: The 
Digital Milieu of Contemporary Religion.”
		  samhan.samhan@gmail.com



PRESENTERS
Jared Hanneman	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Jared Hanneman is a doctoral candidate in the sociology 
program at the CUNY Graduate Center. He is interested in 
(broadly) theory, gifts and labor, deviance, disease, risk, 
and moral panic. He has taught at Hunter College, as 
well as Pace University, NYU, City College, and City Tech.
	 jmhanneman@gmail.com

Elaine da Silveira Leite Universidade Federal de São 
Carlos and New York University, Art & Public Policy
Elaine da Silveira Leite graduated in social sciences 
from the Federal University of São Carlos (UFSCar), has 
a master’s degree in Industrial Engineering (UFSCar), is 
working toward her doctorate in sociology at UFSCar, yet 
is honing her training at New York University during the 
2009-2010 academic year. Her field is economic sociol-
ogy where she concentrates on corporate governance, 
financial markets, money, personal finance and popular 
investment.	 elaineleite@dep.ufscar.br

Laura Lovin Rutgers University, Women’s and Gender 
Studies
Laura Lovin is a Ph.D. student in Women’s and Gender 
Studies at Rutgers. She is interested in exploring the 
interface of gender, sexuality, ethnicity and national-
ism within the framework of contemporary social 
movements, as well as in analyzing the dynamics of 
inclusionary/exclusionary relations mediated by contem-
porary re-conceptualizations of gender, sexuality, family 
and nation. 	 lovin@rci.rutgers.edu

Melissa Maldonado-Salcedo CUNY Graduate Center, An-
thropology
Melissa Maldonado-Salcedo is a doctoral student in 
Cultural Anthropology at CUNY Graduate Center, and 
an adjunct at Hunter College, where she teaches “La-
tina Women.” She is a documentary photographer and 
videographer. Her academic interests include migration, 
work, gender and media. She is interested in Latino 
communities and Argentina and enjoys being a mother 
and wife to an amazing set of “Pablos.”
	 meli.malsal@gmail.com

Francesca Manning	 CUNY Graduate Center, Geography
Francesca Manning is a doctoral candidate in Geography 
at the City University of New York, and teaches Eco-
nomic Geography at Hunter College. She is interested 
in capitalism and desires communism. She is interested 
in Marx, Spinoza, Hegel, and Lacan. She is working on 
projects to take land out of the market and into local 
collective control.	 the.coat.and.general@gmail.com

Laura Mauldin	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Laura Mauldin is a doctoral candidate in sociology at 
the Graduate Center. Her interests are sociology of the 
body, health & illness, disability studies and science & 
technology studies. Her dissertation is an ethnography 
that begins inside a pediatric cochlear implant (CI) clinic 
and expands into the families that frequent the clinic 
and the affiliated agencies they depend upon.  She is 
also a certified sign language interpreter and an avid 
bird watcher.	 lmauldin@gc.cuny.edu

Tsedale Melaku	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Tsedale M. Melaku is a doctoral student in sociology at 
the CUNY Graduate Center.  Her research interests focus 
on race, gender and sexuality, particularly the analysis 
of black female sexuality.	 tmelaku@gmail.com

Justin Myers	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Justin Myers is a Doctoral Candidate in the Department 
of Sociology at the Graduate Center, City University of 
New York, where he is currently writing his disserta-
tion on the revitalization of indigenous food economies 
within the U.S. as a form of decolonization.  His present 
research interests revolve around environmental justice 
movements, food movements, the commons, autono-
mous marxism and the neoliberal university.  He enjoys 
riding his bicycle around Brooklyn and spends far too 
little time away from books and computers.
	 justin.s.myers@gmail.com



PRESENTERS
Michael D. Phillips CUNY Graduate Center, Comparative 
Literature
Michael D. Phillips is a student in the Ph.D. program in 
Comparative Literature at the CUNY Graduate Center, 
where he is also enrolled in the American Studies and 
Film Studies Certificate Programs. He has taught courses 
on classics and mythology at Lehman College. His area of 
study is 20th-century American and German literature, 
film, and culture, with a special interest in the ways in 
which narratives constitute identities and the relation-
ship between narrative and paranoia.
	 michaeldavidphillips@gmail.com

Lilia Raileanu	 Rutgers University, Sociology
Lilia Raileanu is a PhD student at the Sociology Depart-
ment, Rutgers University. With a background in Psy-
chology and Social Theater, her research interests in 
Sociology lie within the areas of visual and expressive 
sociology, social phenomenology of time use, waiting 
and affect; childhood sociology. Her present research 
work is oriented towards phenomena of waiting in rela-
tion to the institutions of modernity.
	 lraileanu@sociology.rutgers.edu

Mitra Rastegar	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Mitra Rastegar is a doctoral candidate in sociology at 
the Graduate Center, City University of New York, where 
she is writing her dissertation on tolerance and sympa-
thy in U.S. discourses on Muslims since 2001. Her last 
publication was “Managing ‘American Islam’: Secularism, 
Patriotism and the Gender Litmus Test” (The Interna-
tional Feminist Journal of Politics, Dec. 2008).
	 mitraellen@gmail.com

Erin Siodmak	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Erin Siodmak is a doctoral student in Sociology but 
moonlights as a geographer. Erin enjoys teaching, the 
hit television drama “Sons of Anarchy,” and writing bios.
	 erin213@gmail.com

Alyson Spurgas	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Alyson K. Spurgas is a doctoral candidate in the sociol-
ogy program and gender studies certificate program at 
The Graduate Center, City University of New York. She is 
a graduate teaching fellow at Queens College, where she 
teaches Human Sexuality and Body, Self & Society. Her 
research interests include the sociology and anthropol-
ogy of medicine, health and illness, the body, sex, and 
sexualities, and she is inspired by cultural interroga-
tions of technoscientific medicine and by anti-autopoi-
etic biomediation. She is currently beginning the early 
stages of her dissertation research, which will extend 
debates over the medical production and biopolitical 
regulation of intersex/DSD and gender non-conformity 
in children.	 aspurgas@gc.cuny.edu

Abe Walker	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Abe Walker is a doctoral candidate in sociology at the 
CUNY Graduate Center and an adjunct instructor at 
Queens College. He is a rank-and-file activist in the 
CUNY’s faculty union the Professional Staff Congress 
(AFT 2334) and a founding member of CUNY Contig-
nents Unite! His interests include autonomist Marxism, 
militant research, and post-post-structuralism. In his 
free time he enjoys starting fights on listserves.
	 awalker@qc.cuny.edu

Aaron Weeks	 CUNY Graduate Center, Sociology
Aaron Weeks is a doctoral candidate in Sociology at the 
Graduate Center.  His interests are in social and politi-
cal philosophy, cultural studies, media, and history of 
thought.	 avincentweeks@gmail.com

Haj Yazdiha	 Brooklyn College, Sociology
Haj Yazdiha is a graduate student of sociology at Brook-
lyn College and the Operations Coordinator at Manhattan 
Charter School. Her interests are in urban education, 
race and ethnicity, and postmodern critical theory. In 
her Masters thesis, she looks at a public building in 
the Lower East Side that houses a public school and 
charter school to show how social identities are negoti-
ated and carried out within a shared public space. In her 
free time, Haj enjoys strong coffee and exploring new 
neighborhoods.	 hyazdiha@gmail.com



FACULTY
Patricia Ticineto Clough
Professor of Sociology and Women’s Studies, CUNY Grad-
uate Center and Queens College; author of The End(s) of 
Ethnography and Autoaffection.
	 pclough@gc.cuny.edu

Sujatha Fernandes
Assistant Professor of Sociology, CUNY Graduate Center 
and Queens College; author of Cuba Represent!
	 sujathaf@yahoo.com

Bill Kornblum
Professor of Sociology, CUNY Graduate Center; author of 
Blue-Collar Community, Growing Up Poor (with Terry Wil-
liams), the popular textbook Sociology in a Changing 
World, and At Sea in the City.
	 wkornblum@gc.cuny.edu

Eric Lichten
Professor of Sociology and Chair, Department of Soci-
ology and Anthropology, Long Island University—C. W. 
Post Campus; author of Class, Power and Austerity: The 
New York City Fiscal Crisis.	 eric.lichten@liu.edu

Randy Martin
Professor of Art and Public Policy, New York University; 
author of Performance as a Political Act, Financialization 
of Daily Life, and An Empire of Indifference.
	 randy.martin@nyu.edu

Victoria Pitts-Taylor
Professor of Sociology, CUNY Graduate Center and 
Queens College, and Director of Women’s Studies at the 
Graduate Center; author of Surgery Junkies and In the 
Flesh.	 vpitts@gc.cuny.edu

Frances Fox Piven
Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Political Sci-
ence, CUNY Graduate Center; author (with Richard A. 
Cloward) of the classics Poor People’s Movements, Regu-
lating the Poor, and Why Americans Don’t Vote.
	 ffox-piven@gc.cuny.edu

Saadia Toor
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Anthropology and 
Social Work, The College of Staten Island of The City 
University of New York; most recently author of “Moral 
Regulation in a Postcolonial Nation-State” (interventions, 
vol. 9, 2007), and “Containing East Bengal” (Cultural Dy-
namics, vol. 21, 2009).	 toor@mail.csi.cuny.edu



HOSTED BY
The Sociology Students Association represent students in the Doctoral Program in 
Sociology at The Graduate Center of the City University of New York.
	 opencuny.org/gcsoc

SUPPORTED BY

The Doctoral Students Council is the sole policymaking body representing students in 
doctoral and master’s programs at The Graduate Center of The City University of New 
York. 	 cunydsc.org

CO-SPONSORS

Center for the Study of Culture, Technology and Work	 web.gc.cuny.edu/csctw
The Doctoral Program in Sociology	 web.gc.cuny.edu/sociology
Center for Place, Culture and Polictics	 web.gc.cuny.edu/pcp
Center for the Study of Women and Society	 web.gc.cuny.edu/womencenter
Center for Human Environments	 web.gc.cuny.edu/che
Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies (CLAGS)	 clags.org

SPECIAL THANKS

Mary Clare Lennon
Rati Kashyap
All volunteers
The presenters

The faculty: Patricia Ticineto Clough, Sujatha Fernandes, Bill Kornblum, Eric Lichten, 
Randy Martin, Victoria Pitts-Taylor, Frances Fox Piven and Saadia Toor.  

Conference co-organizers: Natascia Boeri, John D. Boy, Yi Chen, Keisha Goode, Justin 
Myers, Erin Siodmak and Ali Syed.


