Free University Meeting - July 31
[Next Meeting: August 7th at 6pm, Graduate Center room 5414!!!!!!!!!!!!!]
AGENDA:
*reportbacks (10): 
---September 17 - education assembly 
· OWS called a meeting on an education component
· AM higher risk direct action type activities involving disruptions - asking if interested in a form of action (perhaps book block? funeral for higher ed?)
· PM less risk action involving more dynamic forms of action -- music as education, art as education, collaborative write-in -- that we would invite a broader community to participate in
· Free U announced -- suggestion to hold it at Washington Square Park to be discussed
· next meeting this Saturday
--request for Free University to be held over the 9/15-16 weekend (and week) from OWS - consider offering one or two “teaser” classes?
---connections between Free U and campuses coming into the fall ‘12 semester (projects: disorientation pack and NYU organizing)
---All in the Red has also discussed doing disorientation packets, maybe work together?
---block party @ New School late August or early September- Free U outreach opportunity!
---CUNY grad/undergrad dis-/re-orientation event on August 19
discuss:
1. principles/identity statement (15)
---look into other “manifestos” like the recent one by CLASSE (http://rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/campus-notes/2012/07/classe-manifesto-share-our-future)
---google doc? another means than google doc to get contributors?
---push back deadline for completion to early August 
*suggestions for revision: highlight reclaiming *the commons*, Free University connections to CLASSE/co-op/institution
2. September 15 - 16 - 17 (10)
--request for Free University to be held over the 9/15-16 weekend (and week) from OWS - consider offering one or two “teaser” classes?
--emulate OccU - Occupy Town Square classes - Andrew Ross, Gayatri Spivak
--perhaps focus on *solidifying* our S18-22 activities, and then consider doing a class S15-16
--use S15-17 as MEGA OUTREACH opportunity
3. August task calendar!!! (30)
---location? Madison Square Park / Washington Square Park
MSP pros: we already have the map, less possible disruptions, more play space, more general NYC traffic, retain our spatial identity
WSP pros: WSP has been a site for radical education this summer 
WSP cons: so much going on/potential unwanted disruptions, mostly NYU traffic
*discussion/vote: STAY AT MADISON SQUARE PARK!*
---web presence (autonomous Free U site & S17/Free U page)
Maggie (OpenCUNY) can help set up an autonomous permanent Free U site, *needs content and collaborators* 
content: principles/identity, S18-22 Free U participants submission form, Free U history, past docs (flyers, May Day Free U infopack), news articles about our work - Village Voice, etc., resources tab, feedback section... pull much of this from the http
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-->connect Maggie w Winter
-->goal for bare-bones site being up: August 7
-->will discuss at 8/7 Free U mtg domain name/details (.org)
---
outreach 
Conor ->FB group/event page, email “save the date” around August 7
(wait for site w submission form)
Erin: work on poster campaign, maybe with Occuprint. campus postering vs. city-wide?
reach out to Occuprint to ask to participate?
---workshops: PSC working groups (intl solidarity - Jack Hammond) 
---funding 
OWS may/may not have funds to donate
Conor will estimate how much May Day Free U cost at 8/7 mtg, but estimated now at $3000
kickstarter campaign? (or indiegogo?)
becoming a student organization at different campuses to request funding?/gather money through existing organizations
May Day as dress rehearsal--a way to whittle down the infrastructure for the future? To be more financially savvy.
Link to donate to Free U on the website and in other locations
Matt will email to find out: Who will bottom line the free treasurer?
Should be very transparent on monetary issues.
Need to develop a budget for September actions/wish list/registry (could be on website)--could make it a wedding registry for Kroll/Goldstein?
Occuprint posters/fundraising party in August?
---specific working groups (cats and dogs?)
continue with working groups from May Day and people can elect to join one or the other (logistics/day-of and political/theoretical/etc.)--people could join one or the other next week?
4. Student Unionism envisionings (?) (5)
readings on the structure of CLASSE with informal discussions
What would it mean to have an organizational entity that would be more than a loose, networking assembly and would have coordinated power?
Wrap this discussion in/keep this discussion within the space of Free U. Unionizing workshops at Free U?
upcoming (10):
NYU Labor Relations Board--keep an eye on this re: NYU grad students’ abilities to unionize--something to organize around?
*S17 - weekly ows planning meeting - Monday’s 6:00-8:30 - 220 E 23rd Street
*S17 - education assembly: August 4, 12pm, WSP
*National Student Power Convergence: August 10-14, Columbus OH
International Call for a Student Strike: Oct.18th & Nov.14-21st 2012: http
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Next Meeting: August 7th at 6pm!!!!!!!!!!!!!
