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PSY 242, Section 2251, Summer 2014

College of Staten Island, City University of New York

Monday 6:30-10:00pm / Wednesday 6:30-10:00pm , Room 3S/113


Professor:  Aysenur Ataman


Email: aysenur.ataman@csi.cuny.edu

Required Readings/Materials:                          

All required readings are uploaded to Blackboard. If you do not have a computer at home from which you can access the readings, the CSI library is available to students. It is expected that students read the assigned readings prior to the class. You should bring the readings to class (either hard-copies or electronic version) in order to enhance the quality of the discussions during the lecture sessions.

In class we will cover some topics that are not covered by the readings assigned, so the handouts and your class notes will be very important for grasping the content of this course. 

Prerequisites: Psych 100 (Introduction to Psychology).  All students who do not meet this prerequisite must unfortunately withdraw from this course. 

Course Description: This course is an introduction to the exciting field of human development. Topics will cover patterns and theories of development from conception through adulthood with a special emphasis on childhood and adolescence.  We will discuss physical, emotional, cognitive and social factors as they relate to human development. 

Main objectives: I have three main goals for you in this class. First, understand the interaction of psychological, biological, and social influences on behavior and development through the various stages of life.  Second, become familiar with the current and past research and theories of developmental psychology.  Third, improve critical thinking abilities. I want you to not only learn the material, but also be able to think critically about the theories, research, and interpretations that are presented.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

Students who have completed this course will be expected to:

· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the major perspectives and theories of human development.

· Develop an understanding of how human beings change in the physical, cognitive, social, and personality areas.

· Analyze different developmental events from the perspectives of the major theories. 

· Demonstrate knowledge of psychology as a science and how the scientific method is used to formulate theories and explanations of human behavior, which then shape different human practices.

· Recall important developmental concepts and be able to recognize and apply these concepts in various situations. 

· Apply knowledge from text and lecture to personal and professional life.

· Develop abilities to question ideas, to communicate these ideas, to evaluate sources, and to be able to see the value in opposing points of view.

Format: This course is primarily lecture and discussion based. Students are strongly encouraged to take an active part in their own learning and to participate in class discussions, in a relevant and respectful manner. Lectures may include content not covered in your readings. Students are responsible for all material covered in both the texts and class lectures.
Expectations: Students are expected to be present, prompt and prepared for all classes. I expect all students to complete assignments on time. Only those assignments or papers submitted on or before the due dates will be graded for credit. Appropriate questions and discussions are welcomed during the class. Students, who are disruptive, exhibit rude or disrespectful behavior to the professor or other students will be asked to leave the class. Be respectful: turn off or silence your cell phones, put your iPods away, leave other course materials in your book bag, etc. 
Academic or scholastic dishonesty, including plagiarism, collusion, or cheating on any examination, test or classroom assignment will be treated with greatest severity.

Important CSI Resources:

Center for Student Accessibility

In accordance with federal law the College offers a number of resources for accommodating individuals with disabilities. To learn about the accommodations and services that are available, please contact the Center for Student Accessibility 718-982-2510 Center for the Arts (1P), Room 101 CSA@csi.cuny.edu
Counseling Center

The Counseling Center provides individual and group counseling for students of the College of Staten Island. We offer personal and academic counseling services. Students are given the opportunity to explore issues that can help them achieve success. To make an appointment please call 718-982-2391 or drop-in to 1A-109. Students can also be seen on a walk-in basis. Email: counseling@csi.cuny.edu
IMPORTANT ACADEMIC DATES:

6/5 (Fri)
Last day to withdraw with a 50% tuition refund. 

6/12 (Th) 
Last day to withdraw without a W grade with a 50% tuition refund.
7/2 (Wed)
Last day to partially withdraw from the class with the grade of “W” 
without permission of the Instructor and Psychology Department Chairperson
Technical Things:

For access to Blackboard 9.1

· you MUST use a CUNY email

· MUST use Internet Explorer, Safari, Google Chrome, or Opera.

· Firefox is NOT a supported browser.

· Policies for Dishonorable Conduct and Cheating: Familiarize yourself with CUNY policies regarding dishonorable conduct. No matter how mild or severe the cheating, it is entirely unacceptable, and I will enforce the current policies to the fullest extent.  Examples of academic dishonesty include:

1. Receiving or providing unauthorized assistance on exams, quizzes, and assignments

2. Using unauthorized materials during an exam or quiz

3. Plagiarism

a) using materials from sources without citations

b) copying the work of someone else and submitting it as your own

The first instance of academic dishonesty may result (for all parties involved) in no credit for the assignment or exam. In addition, a student will be ineligible to complete any extra credit work for the class. If you witness academic dishonesty please report this to me. All reports will be strictly confidential.

Attendance: Students are encouraged to attend classes regularly. I will keep the attendance record, but attendance is not mandatory. Regular attendance will be rewarded and taken into account while calculating your final grade. Keep in mind that lectures will include the content not covered by your readings and that it is each student’s responsibility to obtain the notes from the lectures they missed. Besides, if important information is exchanged in class you missed, it is each student’s responsibility to learn through their colleagues about the information they eventually missed in class. 
Use of email: When emailing me, please always include the subject title of your email, and don’t forget to write your full name in the signature. EMAILS ARE FOR EMERGENCIES AND INTELLECTUAL EXCHANGE. Please avoid emailing about technical questions which you can address before or after the class. I will not reply to emails with questions whose answers can be found either on syllabus, the course Blackboard page, or in previous correspondence from me. 
Reading Assignments: It’s important to read the assignments before class meets, not afterward. That will allow you to be much more involved in the course and what we’re discussing.  You’ll also be in a better position to ask questions and to participate in class discussions.  It’s important to take notes on what you read, as well.  This will help you understand and fully grasp the material.
(Bi)weekly Assignments (every class in summer semester counts as a week): You will be required to fulfill small assignments on weekly or biweekly basis, which usually won’t take more than 20 minutes of your time. These assignments are intended to provide opportunities to connect classroom work with the "real world" in which we live. These assignments will usually be short commentaries to the reading(s) assigned for a particular class. Sometimes, the assignments will focus on your own experiences of child/adolescent/adult development. While you are encouraged to reflect on your own life experiences and share them, you are under no obligation to disclose any information that would make you uncomfortable or would be embarrassing.

The assignments will always be posted on Blackboard (Bb). I will announce in class whenever there is a new assignment posted, and it is your responsibility to check the Bb page and submit the assignment on time in case you skip a class. The due date will always be posted along with the assignment instruction and no late assignment can be accepted since they won’t be available on Bb after the due date.
Exams and Grading Procedure:  There will be 1 midterm exam and one CUMULATIVE final exam during the semester consisting of material primarily covered in the class lectures and texts. The formatting of the exams will comprise of multiple-choice questions and short essay questions. Please bring No. 2 pencils and scantrons for all examinations. No pencil and scantron will be provided by me. 
See below for the grading scale that will be used.

A:
92.5 and above.

C+:
76.5 ≤ %-score < 79.5


A–:
89.5 ≤ %-score < 92.5

C:
69.5 ≤ %-score < 76.5


B+:
86.5 ≤ %-score < 89.5

D:
59.5 ≤ %-score < 69.5


B:
82.5 ≤ %-score < 86.5

F:
Less than 59.5


B–:
79.5 ≤ %-score < 82.5

Make-up Exams: As a general rule, make up exams only will be given in the event of illness or family crisis, provided that proper and authentic documentation is submitted to me. If there is an emergency on the exam day, the student is required to contact me via email BEFORE class begins.
Grading: Your final grade will be based on attendance, participation, weekly assignments and exams.  


1 Midterm exam:  25% 

Final Exam: 40%


(Bi)weekly Assignments + Commentaries:  35%

Attendance & Participation: 1-5 extra %

Incomplete: No incompletes will be given for this course unless there is a legitimate AND documented emergency.

Disclaimer: As instructor of this course, I reserve the right to change the schedule and/or syllabus at any time. 

Feel free to share with me any suggestions you have for improving the course.
Tentative schedule: 
Listening and watching Media materials is optional, although highly recommended.  





	Day
	Date
	Session
	Topic
	Readings & Media

	M
	 6/2
	1
	Introduction – basic concepts

What it means to be human; what is development; what is theory; scientific method…

Basic concepts; history of developmental science; research strategies
	Recommended:

 Chapter 1, An Introduction to the History of Psychology, by B.R. Hergenhahn, fifth edition (22 pages)

	W
	6/4

	2
	Major Theories of Human Development
	Chapter 1: History, Theory, and Research Strategies, by L. Berk



	M
	6/9

	3
	Biological Foundations of Human Development


	Developmental dynamics: the new view from the life sciences, by Robert Lickliter, p.11-17

Genes, experience, and behavior, by Timothy Johnson, pp.18-24

Recommended: Lewontin, R. (1975) Genes , Environment and Organisms’ in R.B. Silvers (ed.) Hidden Histories of Science, New York: New York Review Books
Podcast: Nature? Nurture? What makes us Human? http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/allinthemind/nature-nurture-what-makes-us-human/3247274

	W
	6/11
	4
	Nature-Nurture 
	Gianoutos, J. (2006). Locke & Rousseau: Early Childhood Education, The Pulse, Vol. 4(1),  p. 1-19

Recommended: Redesigning the Brain, Chapter 3,from The Brain That Changes Itself, by Norman Doidge http://www.oneworldconsulting.com/urun/The%20Brain%20that%20Changes%20Itself,%20Norman%20Doidge,%20Chapter%203.pdf
Video: http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/natureofthings/2008/brainchangesitself/

	M
	6/16

	5
	Socioemotional development in childhood
	The Origins of Attachment Theory: John Bowlby and Mary Ainsworth, by Inge Bretherton (16 pages)

	W
	6/18

	6
	Socioemotional development in childhood: micro- and mesosystemic influence
	Facts, Fantasies and the Future of the Child care in the United States, by Sandra Scarr et el; (8 pages)

	
	
	
	
	

	M
	 6/23

	7
	Broader Environmental Factors Influencing Development
	Concerted Cultivation and the accomplishment of natural growth, Chapter 1 in Unequal Childhoods, by Anette Lareau (15 pages)

Recommended: Cultural Capital, by Weininger & Lareau

	W
	6/25

	8
	Cognitive Development in Childhood – Piaget’s theory
	Piaget’s Cognitive Developmental Theory, By William Crain, pp. 118-156

	M
	6/30

	9
	Cultural-historical theory of human development
	Development as Transformation of Participation in Cultural Activities, From The Cultural Nature of Human Development, by Barbara Rogoff, p. 37-62

	W
	7/2
	10
	Midterm Exam
	

	
	
	
	Educational implications of different theories of human development
	Interaction between learning & development, by Vygotsky, p.42-49 (in Gauvain & Cole)

Pedagogical principles derived from Piaget's theory: relevance for educational practice, From: Piaget in the classroom (1973), by Constance Kamii, Chapter 9, p. 199-215

	M
	7/7

	11
	Gender and sexuality development
	Chapter 7, in Half the Human Experience, by Janeth Hyde, pp. 143-159

Recommended: Gender Stereotypes & Gender Differences, by Janeth Hyde

	W
	7/9
	12
	Identity & the Self
	Kroger, J. (2003). Identity development during adolescence. In G. R. Adams & M. D. Berzonsky (Eds.), The Blackwell handbook of adolescence, chapter 10, p. 205-221

	M
	7/14

	13
	Adolescence: Transition to Adulthood
	Classroom Activity: 

Marcia’s Identity Statuses

	W
	7/16
	14
	Emerging Adulthood
	Emerging Adulthood: What is it and what is it good for? (2007), Jeffrey Arnett, p.68

	M
	7/21
	15
	Final Exam
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